Specialist Factual Brief

The Specialist Factual slate spans

Specialist Factual: Natural History, History, Sport, Music and Science
Religion & Society: Education, Diversity and Ethics

Arts and Culture: Live Performance, Events and Documentaries

Natural History remains a core priority, with recent titles like Dolphins: Wonders of the Ocean
and Kerry: Tides of Time complementing multi-year landmark projects including Wild
Connemara, An Irish Atlantic Rainforest and Ireland’s Wild Mountains. Producers are
encouraged to consider structure, tone, talent, location and creative crossover with areas such
as History, Rural Affairs and Climate, as RTE continues to support both established specialists
and new entrants to the genre.

RTE remains strongly committed to fresh, thought-provoking History content focused on the
transformation of Ireland from the de Valera era to today. Projects such as Dev: Rise and Rule,
Noraid: Irish America and the IRA, Made of Stone and Duffy’s Pub illustrate the desire for
contemporary storytelling devices that illuminate recent Irish experience. The slate also
welcomes ambitious, well-funded multi-part strands like Come to Your Census, with proposals
expected to be robust enough for key primetime slots or to stand alone as major documentary
events.

Science and Climate continue to form an important part of the slate, supported by RTE’s long
partnership with Taighde Eireann. High-end projects such as Futureville Ireland and Hooked:
How Addiction Hijacks Your Brain demonstrate the appetite for accessible, intelligent science
content with societal relevance. Further opportunities in this area will be developed through a
wider call for ideas, with particular encouragement for projects eligible for Sound and Vision
support.

The slate also prioritises work that reflects diversity and contemporary Irish society, with recent
examples including Welcome to Moore Street and Born That Way. Across all genres, RTE seeks
subjects that spark conversation, encourage public engagement and deliver clear plans for
digital and dual-platform storytelling. The ambition is to support distinctive, relevant and
impactful Specialist Factual content that resonates widely and speaks directly to modern
Ireland.



