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RTE - Dublin Central & Galway West bye-elections

Programme plans

RTE has issued an explanatory note setting out the legal and regulatory framework
regarding coverage of elections and the basis for a proportional approach to airtime for

candidates.

This note has also been published on the RTE website, under Policies and Guidelines.

As setoutin the note:

For the purposes of the Dublin Central and Galway West bye-elections 2026, the
RTE Election Steering Group will have primary regard for the results of the 2024
General Election forthese constituencies, including (1) seats taken in the
relevant constituency and (2) First Preference Votes achieved in the relevant
constituency. This is the most recent impartial measure of actual electoral

support.

The RTE Election Steering Group will also have regard for the fact that these are
two bye-elections and not national votes, and may give consideration to other
factors outlined in the Election Guidelines, as appropriate.

RTE also drew attention to Coimisitin na Medn’s acknowledgement that electoral
campaigns are “dynamic events”. RTE reserves the right to take account of
developments during an election and to make changes to coverage plans during a
campaign.

Normal, non-bye-election related news and current affairs coverage will continue

during the campaign period.

In the following programme plans, RTE draws attention to the fact that practical
limitations on programmes such as studio capacity, available programmetime, and the
difference for audiences between mediums (visual versus audio), will inevitably mean a
limit on the number of candidates participating in programmes and the type of
participation we are able to offer to candidates. This is a thoroughly established and
recognised practice, as set out in the legal and regulatory framework. All of these issues

have been taken into account within the following programme plans.

The following programmes will feature a panel of candidates inthese bye-

elections:
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The Week in Politics

3" May -Dublin Central: The programme on this date will feature a panel of candidates
forthe Dublin Central constituency. The mannerin which candidates will feature or be
referenced in the programme will be one of the following:

e participationin a paneldiscussion; or

e recorded packages; or

e graphicrepresentation on screen; or

e bydirection to an online resource for a full list of candidates.

Based on the criteria set out above, invitations to participate in the panel discussion will
be issued to the top four placed parties/candidates in the 2024 General Election result
for the Dublin Central constituency, including (1) seats won by party/candidate and (2)
First Preference Votes achieved by party/candidate:

e Sinn Féin
e Fine Gael
e Social Democrats
e ThelabourParty

The Week in Politics

10" May - Galway West: The programme on this date will feature a panel of candidates
for the Galway West constituency. The manner in which candidates will feature or be

referenced in the programme will be one of the following:

e participationin a paneldiscussion; or

e recorded packages; or

e graphicrepresentation on screen; or

e bydirection to an online resource for a full list of candidates.

Based on the criteria set out above, invitations to participate in the panel discussion will
be issued to the top four placed parties/candidates in the 2024 General Election result
for the Galway West constituency, including (1) seats won by party/candidate and (2)
First Preference Votes achieved by party/candidate:

e Sinn Féin

e Fianna Fail

e Fine Gael

e Independent Ireland
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RTE News: Six One

8" May - Galway West: The programme on this date will feature an Outside Broadcast
on the Galway West constituency. The manner in which candidates will feature or be

referenced in the programme will be one of the following:

e participation in a panel discussion; or

e recorded packages; or

e graphicrepresentation on screen; or

e bydirection to an online resource for a full list of candidates.

Based on the criteria set out above, the panel featuring in this programme willinclude
the top six placed parties/candidates in the 2024 General Election result for the Galway

West constituency, including (1) seats won by party/candidate and (2) First Preference
Votes achieved by party/candidate:

e Sinn Féin

e Fianna Fail

e Fine Gael

o |ndependent Ireland

e Non-Parnty - Mike Cubbard

e Social Democrats

The six candidates will be separated into two panels of three. It is a matter for the
relevant programme teams and editors to determine the division of candidates between

the two panels.

'RTE News: Six One

15% May - Dublin Central: The programme on this date will feature an Outside
Broadcast on the Dublin Central constituency. The manner in which candidates will
feature or be referenced in the programme will be one of the following:

e participationin a paneldiscussion; or
e recorded packages; or

e gdraphicrepresentation on screen; or
e Dbydirection to an online resource for a full list of candidates.

Based on the criteria set out above, the panel featuring in this programme will include
the top six placed parties/candidates in the 2024 General Election result for the Dublin
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Central constituency, including (1) seats won by party/candidate and (2) First Preference
Votes achieved by party/candidate:

e Sinn Féin

e Fine Gael

e SocialDemocrats

e ThelabourParty

o Non-Party - Gerard Hutch
e Fianna Fail

The six candidates will be separated into two panels of three. It is a matter for the
relevant programme teams and editors to determine the division of candidates between

the two panels.

Drivetime - RTE Radio 1

13* May - Galway West: The programme on this date will feature an Outside Broadcast
on the Galway West constituency. The manner in which candidates will feature or be

referenced in the programme will be one of the following:

e participation in a paneldiscussion; or

e recorded packages; or

e listing on air; or

e bydirection to an online resource for a full list of candidates.

Based on the criteria set out above, the panel featuring in this programme willinclude
eight candidates. As stated in the explanatory note, the RTE Election Steering Group has
given primary regard to the results of the 2024 General Election result for the relevant
constituencies. It is also noted that the RTE Election Steering Group may give
consideration to other factors outlined in the Election Guidelines, as appropriate.

For this larger panel discussion, the Election Steering Group has given due regard to the
importance of reflecting the diversity of political perspectives amongst those
participating in elections, which is acknowledged in Coimisiin na Mean’s most recent
Guidelines in Respect of Coverage of Electoral Events.

It is also noted that the Galway West constituency result in General Election 2024
reflected a significant Non-Party vote, including two Independent TDs being elected to
Dail Eireann. While the individual electoral track records of Independents are not
directly transferrable to other Independent candidates, the RTE Election Steering Group
notes the results in the context of a diversity of political perspectives.
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In line with the criteria set out above, including regard to the results of the 2024 General
Election for this constituency, invitations to participate in the panel discussion willbe
issued to eight parties/candidates:

e Sinn Féin

e fFianna Fail

o fine Gael

e Independent Ireland

e Social Democrats

e ThelabourParty

e Non-Party-Thomas Welby

e Non-Party — Sheila Garrity

The eight candidates will be separated into two panels of four. It is a matter for the
relevant programme teams and editors to determine the division of candidates between

the two panels.

Today with David McCullagh - RTE Radio 1

15th May - Dublin Central: The programme on this date will feature a panel of
candidates for the Dublin Central constituency. The manner in which candidates will

feature or be referenced in the programme will be one of the following:

e participationin a paneldiscussion; or

e recorded packages; or

e listing on air; or

e bydirection to an online resource for a full list of candidates.

Based on the criteria set out above, the panel featuring in this programme willinclude
the top eight placed parties/candidates in the 2024 General Election result for the

Dublin Central constituency, including (1) seats won by party/candidate and (2) First
Preference Votes achieved by party/candidate:

In line with the criteria set out above, invitations to participate in the panel discussion
will be issued to eight parties/candidates:

e Sinn Féin

e Fine Gael

e Social Democrats

e ThelabourParty

e Non-Party — Gerard Hutch
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e Fianna Fail
e Green Party
e Non-Party —Malachy Steenson

The eight candidates will be separated into two panels of four. Itis a matter for the
relevant programme teams and editors to determine the division of candidates between

the two panels.

Other bye-election related coverage will take place throughout the campaignh, and non-
bye-election related news and current affairs continues as normal.

Irish Language Programming will include:

Raidié na Gaeltachta will carry constituency profiles, issue-led reports, as well as
invitations to candidates in Galway West for a 5-minute interview on the morning
current affairs programme Adhmhaidin to discuss their policies. )

Nuacht RTE bulletins, online and social media will include issue-led reports and

constituency profiles.

Féram on RTE One will carry constituency profiles for both constituencies.

Yours sincerely,
The RTE Election Steering Group

May 1°t2026
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